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The guest speaker was very interesting and I wanted to hear more about her experiences. She explained
facts about the ocean in Hawaii and talked about how they navigate the canoe by using the angle of the stars
and wind. She even showed us the beauty of the sea and I found it very calming and captivating.

She told us how her experience in the Hawaiian ship works and it was fascinating to know that they have
interesting places to sleep in. She also showed us a picture and asked us if we could see an island they were
heading to, but it was hard to spot it because it was in a fog. I thought it was such a realistic experience. She
also said that the canoes in Hawaii don’t use nails but that they actually use rope to tie the boat together. 1
thought this was amazing.

When she talked about her experience with her crew, she told us about their daily lives, such as what they
ate. She was able to have a deeper understanding of what supports her. She said that the hardest part was
the storm. It was interesting to hear that even though they experienced it, none of them panicked. When she
said she felt the power of the sea, but she trusted her crew mates to lead the way and that they came out
safely and survived the storm, I was very moved.

I actually find the ocean very petrifying because of currents, dangerous animals, and storms, yet Ms.
Uchino was very helpful in sharing tips on how to survive but also gave us a different view of the sea. She
said Japan and Hawaii have a strong immigrant relationship. It’s inspiring and amazing how two different

countries can have a strong bond. I hope to experience this kind of class again soon.



