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Q. How was your year in Japan?

A, My year has been great. I really enjoyed living in Japan. I learned a lot about Japanese
culture. It’s quite different in Japan but it was easy to get used to. I feel like Japanese society
and culture are quite comfortable to fit into even if you are a foreigner because everyone is
polite and welcoming. I also really enjoyed going back to school even if I wasn’t a student. It
was really fun to go back to a high school and be teaching there. It’s a really nice experience
and [ was pleasantly surprised by the students. [ was quite worried at first because in England

that usually means trouble but the students here are really lovely and sweet.
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Q. What was something you found difficult to get used to?

A T think the language. I've lived in different countries like France and Chile but it was
always because I've studied the language before. Not being able to read Kanji was quite
challenging for me because I wasn’t used to having to use translators or struggle through
broken Japanese, especially when you're in the town for the bank. It was a challenge but I
think I managed to get through it with my broken Japanese. The biggest surprise for me was
finding out that not many people speak English here. Although everyone is generally very
friendly to foreigners, it is quite rare to find people willing to speak in English as most are

quite shy or unsure of their speaking skills.
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Q. What were you most surprised about with Japanese school life?

A | This is not the case for all Japanese schools, but the most surprising thing for me at Etoile
was that the students get their own iPads! I think it's a really good studying tool, especially
given that students had to study online due to corona.

Otherwise, 1 was also surprised by the students cleaning their own homerooms and the

greetings/bowing that happen before and after each class!
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Q. What other differences in culture did you notice?

A | In the school, I thought the greetings were quite Japanese. It was a big difference but it
was quite nice. The other differences with culture is the hierarchy system which is not so
prominent in England. I think the system is also more Americanized. You have your own
individual desk and you sit in rows whereas in my high school we always had tables of 5 or 6
students so it was easy to do group work.

I also learnt a lot about Japanese manners and customs. One of the first things I learnt about
was omiyage culture and how it is polite to bring food to your office if you have travelled

somewhere.
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Q. What was the first Japanese word you learned?

A Actually, I studied a little in England before coming here. I took a mini beginner’s course
so I think it was probably “FA®D # Hi[ i3~ because I remember coming here and JET gave us
the exact format. My favoriteis “& A L { BFHW L £ 3.
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Q. What was the most recent Japanese phrase you learned?

A It was probably food. Actually, I remember the word for giraffe - ¥ Y /' - because I

looked it up for my class.
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Q. What's your dream for the future?
A, My dream for the future is to continue living and working abroad. I really enjoy exploring

new countries and learning about different cultures. While living in Japan has been fun, I hope

to move to Spain for the next chapter of my life!
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12) Something you'd like to say to the students

Thank you for a great year. Good luck in the future and I hope to see you all again!!



